
 KA Skills Progression in Writing  

 
 

   
 

Year Group YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Transcription 

Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 

representing the sounds with a 
letter or letters.  

 
 

Spell words containing each of 
the 40+ phonemes already 

taught   
 

Spell common exception words 
(See National Curriculum 

appendix)   
 

Spell the days of the week   
 

Use letter names to distinguish 
between alternative spellings of 
the same sound (e.g. igh and 

ie)   
 

Add suffixes using the 
spelling  rule for adding -s or -

es as the plural marker for 
nouns   

 
Add suffixes using the spelling 

rule for adding -s or -es as the 
third person singular marker 
for verbs. (e.g. He watches the 

television / She walks to the 
shop)   

 
Add the prefix un- to verbs and 

adjectives to change the 
meaning   

 
Add the suffixes -er and -est to 

adjectives where no change is 
needed (for example, quicker, 
quickest)   

 
Add the suffixes  -ing, -er and -

ed  to verbs where no change 
is needed in the spelling of root 

words (for example, helping, 
helped, helper,  eating)   

 
Apply year 1 spelling rules and 

guidance (for example, tch, ve, 
ore, ie making ee, y ph, wh - 
Refer to National Curriculum 

for further examples)   

Spell by segmenting spoken 
words into phonemes and 

representing these by 
graphemes, spelling many 

correctly and making 
phonically-plausible attempts at 

others   
 

Spell by learning new ways of 
spelling phonemes, using 

alternative graphemes (e.g. 
rain and play)   
 

Spell some common 
homophones and near 

homophones  (their, there, 
they're ; here, hear ; bear, 

bare ; knight, night ; blew, 
blue)   

 
Spell common exception words 

- Refer to National Curriculum 
Appendix   
Spell some words with 

contracted form (can't, didn't 
it's, hasn't, couldn't, I'll)   

Add suffixes to spell nouns 
correctly (e.g. -ness / -ment)   

 
Add suffixes to spell adjectives 

correctly (e.g. -ful, -less, -er, -
est, -y)   

 
Add suffixes to turn adjectives 
into adverbs correctly  (-ly)   

 
Apply Year 2 spelling rules and 

guidance (e.g. soft c: dge, ge; 
kn, gn; wr; le, el, al, il; y for 

the ai sound - Refer to National 
Curriculum appendix)   

Use some prefixes and suffixes 
and understand how to add 

them (English Appendix 1): dis 
/ mis / in / re / il / im / ir ; 

ation / ly / ed / ing / sure / 
ture   

 
Spell some homophones 

including their / there / they're 
; you're / your ; two / too / to 

(other examples: whether / 
weather; missed / mist; peace 
/ piece; groan / grown)   

 
Spell all words from the Year 1 

/ 2 list and some words from 
the Year 3 / 4 word list 

accurately   
 

Use the first two letters of a 
word to check its spelling and 

meaning in a dictionary   

Use further prefixes and 
suffixes and understand how to 

add them (English Appendix 
1): sub / inter / super / anti / 

auto ; sion / tion / sion / ssion 
/ cian ; ous / or / our   

 
Spell further homophones 

including their / there / they're 
; you're / your ; two / too / to; 

accept / except ; whose / 
who's (other examples: male / 
mail ; meddle / medal ; rain / 

reign / rein ; break / brake)  
  

Spell all words from the Year 1 
/ 2 and Year 3/4 word list 

accurately   
 

Use the first two or three 
letters of a word to check its 

spelling and meaning in a 
dictionary   

Use some prefixes and suffixes 
and understand the guidance 

for adding them (including: dis 
/ de / mis / over / re / co / anti 

; -ant / -ent / -ancy / -ency / -
ance / -ence / -able / -ible / -

fer)   
 

Spell some words with 'silent' 
letters (for example, knight, 

psalm, solemn)   
 
Distinguish between 

homophones and other words 
which are often confused (as 

listed in English Appendix 1, 
including aloud / allowed; 

effect / affect; whose / who's; 
were / we're / where / wear; 

desert / dessert; father / 
farther; guest / guessed)   

 
Identify parts of words linked 
to their morphology and 

etymology and group words 
accordingly   

 
Use the first three letters of a 

word to check spelling, 
meaning or both of these in a 

dictionary. 
 

Use a thesaurus to suggest 
alternative words that match 
the context appropriately   

 
Spell all words from the Year 3 

/ 4 spelling list and some words 
from the Year 5 / 6 spelling list 

accurately.   

Use further prefixes and 
suffixes and understand the 

guidance for adding them: 
cious / tious; cial / tial; ant / 

ance /ancy / ent / ence / ency; 
ible / able / ably / ibly; fer  

  
Spell words with 'silent' letters 

(for example, knight, psalm, 
solemn)   

 
Continue to distinguish 
between homophones and 

other words which are often 
confused (as listed in English 

Appendix 1, including practice 
/  practise, principle / principal 

; brought / bought, past / 
passed)   

 
Show understanding of 

morphology and etymology in 
spelling through categorisation 
of words and use of root words 

and word families   
 

Know the spellings of  words 
from the National Curriculum 

Year 3/4 word list and 5/6 
word list   

Use dictionaries to check the 
spelling and meaning of words 

including those of uncommon 
or more ambitious vocabulary. 
 

Use thesauruses to vary 
language effectively    
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Handwriting 

 
 
 

Write recognisable letters, 

most of which are correctly 
formed. 

Sit correctly at a table, holding 

a pencil comfortably and 
correctly   

 
Begin to form lower-case 

letters in the correct direction, 
starting and finishing in the 
right place   

 
Form capital letters   

Start using some of the 

diagonal and horizontal strokes 
needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when 
adjacent to one another, are 

best left unjoined   
 
Write capital letters, lower case 

letters and digits of the correct 
size, orientation and 

relationship to one another and 
to lower case letters  

  
Use spacing between words 

that reflects the size of the 
letters   

Ensure formation of letters is 

consistent and legible, 
ascenders and descenders are 

of similar height, words are 
spaced appropriately  

  
Use the diagonal and horizontal 
strokes needed to join letters 

correctly, without joining 
capital letters   

Increase the legibility, 

consistency and quality of their 

handwriting, using the diagonal 

and horizontal strokes needed 

to join letters correctly, without 

joining capital letters 

 

Write legibly, fluently and with 

increasing speed, using 
accurate formation and joining 

of letters   

Write legibly in joined 

handwriting when writing at 

speed, deciding whether or not 

to join specific letters 
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Composition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Write simple phrases and 

sentences that can be read by 
others. 

 

Write sentences by composing 

a sentence orally before writing 
it   

 
Write sentences by sequencing 

sentences to form short 
narratives   
 

Re-read what they have 
written to check that it makes 

sense, making simple revisions 
with an adult   

 
Understand and compose 

simple sentences consisting of 
a subject, verb and an object   

 
Discuss my writing with my 
teacher and peers   

Write simple, coherent 

narratives about personal 
experiences and those of 

others (real or fictional)   
Write about real events, 

recording these simply and 
clearly (e.g. recount, 
instructions)   

 
Write simple poetry   

Consider what they are going 
to write before beginning by 

writing down ideas, key words 
and vocabulary   

 
Make simple additions, 

revisions and corrections to 
their own writing by re-reading 
to check their writing makes 

sense and that verbs are used 
correctly and consistently  

  
Make simple additions, 

revisions and corrections to 
their own writing by proof-

reading to check for errors in 
spelling, grammar and 

punctuation   

Investigate and identify key 

features of different types of 
text, describing their structure, 

vocabulary and grammar   
 

Plan writing across different 
genre, including simple 
structure, content (key events) 

and relevant vocabulary  
  

Draft and write using a varied 
and rich vocabulary (including 

expanded noun phrases and 
prepositions)   

 
Draft and write by using an 

increasing range sentence 
structures (MC; MC SC; SC MC; 
Lists)   

 
Draft and write by organising 

simple paragraphs around a 
theme   

 
Draft and write by creating 

simple plots in narratives   
 

Draft and write by creating 
simple settings and characters, 
using adjectives, expanded 

noun phrases and simple 
adverbs appropriately to 

describe   
 

Draft and write by beginning to 
use simple organisational 

devices in non-narrative 
material (including headings 

and sub-headings)   
 
Evaluate and edit by beginning 

to assess the effectiveness of 
their own and others' writing 

and suggesting improvements 
to vocabulary and phrasing   

 
Evaluate and edit to ensure 

writing is accurate, including a 
/ an agreement, sense, subject 

/ verb agreement, the accurate 
use of pronouns in sentences   
 

Proof-read for some spelling 
and punctuation errors (capital 

letters, full stops, commas for 
lists, apostrophes for 

contraction and regular 
possession, exclamation marks, 

question marks and inverted 
commas)   

Investigate and identify key 

features of different types of 
text, describing their structure, 

vocabulary and grammar and 
how this matches to the 

purpose of the writing   
 
Plan writing across different 

genre, including structure, 
content, relevant vocabulary, 

phrases and features   
 

Draft and write using a varied 
and rich vocabulary (including 

expanded noun phrases, 
adverbs and prepositional 

phrases)   
 
Draft and write by using an 

increasing range sentence 
structures (MC; MC SC; SC MC; 

Lists; embedded C; fronted 
adverbials)   

 
Draft and write by organising 

paragraphs around a theme   
 

Draft and write by creating 
plots in narratives   
 

Draft and write by creating 
settings and characters, using 

adjectives, expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs and 

prepositional phrases 
appropriately to describe 

   
Draft and write by using simple 

organisational devices in non-
narrative material (including 
effective headings and sub-

headings)   
 

Evaluate and edit by assessing 
the effectiveness of their own 

and others' writing and 
suggesting improvements to 

vocabulary, phrasing and 
grammatical constructions   

 
Evaluate and edit to ensure 
writing is accurate, including a 

/ an agreement, sense, subject 
/ verb agreement, verb tenses, 

standard English for verbs, the 
accurate use of pronouns in 

sentences   
 

Proof-read for spelling and 
punctuation errors (capital 
letters and full stops; commas 

for lists, fronted adverbials and 
embedded clauses; 

Plan their writing showing 

awareness of the intended 
audience, including structure of 

the text   
 

Plan language and features 
that match the purpose of the 
writing, drawing on reading 

and research (including 
characters and settings in 

narrative)   
 

Write appropriately in order to 
entertain, using appropriate 

formality: tense, language, 
grammatical structures and 

features   
 
Write appropriately in order to 

persuade, using appropriate 
formality: tense, language, 

grammatical structures and 
features   

 
Write appropriately in order to 

inform, using appropriate 
formality: tense, language, 

grammatical structures and 
features   
 

Write appropriately in order to 
explain, using appropriate 

formality: tense, language, 
grammatical structures and 

features   
 

Draft and write to describe 
settings and characters 

appropriately in relation to 
purpose and audience 
(including the use of expanded 

noun phrases)   
 

Use a variety of features to 
achieve atmosphere within 

writing: similes, metaphors and 
personification; repetition; 

appropriate vocabulary choices.   
 

Draft and write by including 
examples of dialogue to convey 
character and to advance the 

action in narratives   
 

Distinguish between the 
language of speech and 

writing, mostly choosing the 
appropriate register (e.g. using 

contracted forms in dialogues)   
 
Link ideas across paragraphs 

using a range of cohesive 
devices: adverbials of time 

Plan their writing by identifying 

the audience and matching the 
content and language to this 

audience appropriately   
 

Plan their writing by noting and 
developing initial ideas, 
drawing on reading and 

research, including 
consideration for how authors 

have developed characters and 
settings   

 
Write effectively in order to 

entertain, using appropriate 
formality: language, 

grammatical structures and 
features   
 

Write effectively in order to 
persuade, using appropriate 

formality: language, 
grammatical structures and 

features  
  

Write effectively in order to 
inform, using appropriate 

formality: language, 
grammatical structures and 
features  

  
Write effectively in order to 

explain, using appropriate 
formality: language, 

grammatical structures and 
features  

  
Draft and write and describing 

a variety of settings and 
characters effectively   
 

Draft and write to create 
atmosphere using a range of 

language choices (including 
figurative language, 

grammatical structures and 
punctuation)   

 
Draft and write by integrating 

dialogue to convey character 
and advance the action in 
narratives   

 
Distinguish between the 

language of speech and writing 
and choosing the appropriate 

register (e.g. using contracted 
forms in dialogues)   

 
Link ideas across paragraphs 
using a wider range of cohesive 

devices: repetition of a word or 
phrase, grammatical 
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apostrophes for contraction 

and possession; exclamation 
marks and question marks; 

punctuation for speech)   

(e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) 

and number (secondly); tense 
choices (he had seen her 

before); conjunctions   
 

Draft and write by using a 
range of devices to build 
cohesion within paragraphs: 

adverbials (e.g. then, after, 
firstly), conjunctions and 

pronouns   
 

Draft and write by using 
organisational and 

presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the 

reader (including headings, 
sub-headings and bullet points)   
 

Precis passages of text 
effectively   

 
Evaluate and edit the accuracy 

of their own and others' 
writing, proposing changes to 

vocabulary, spelling, grammar 
and punctuation   

 
Evaluate and edit the 
effectiveness of their own and 

others' writing, proposing 
changes to content, including 

vocabulary, sentence 
construction, grammar and 

punctuation, to enhance 
writing   

 
Evaluate and edit to ensure 

correct subject and verb 
agreement when using singular 
and plural; correct use of 

tense; distinguishing between 
the language of speech and 

writing and choosing the 
appropriate register   

 
Perform their own 

compositions, using 
appropriate intonation, volume 

so that meaning is clear   

connections (for example, the 

use of conjunctions and 
adverbials of time and place, 

such as on the other hand, in 
contrast, or as a consequence), 

pronouns, synonyms and 
ellipsis   
 

Draft and write by using a wide 
range of devices to build 

cohesion within paragraphs   
 

Draft and write by using further 
organisational and 

presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the 

reader (for example, headings, 
bullet points, underlining)   
 

Evaluate and improve writing 
by assessing the appropriacy 

and effectiveness of their own 
and others' writing in relation 

to the audience and purpose   
 

Evaluate and effectively edit 
the accuracy of writing: 

punctuation and spelling   
 
Evaluate and effectively edit 

the accuracy of writing: 
grammar (including singular / 

plural agreement) and use of 
tenses   
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Vocabulary, 

Grammar and 

Punctuation 

 
 
 
 
 

Express their ideas and feelings 

about their experiences using 
full sentences, including use of 

past, present and future tenses 
and making use of 

conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their teacher. 
 

Offer explanations for why 
things might happen, making 

use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-

fiction, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate. 

Leave appropriately sized 

spaces between words   
 

Join words and clauses 
together using 'and'  

  
Demarcate some sentences 
with capital letters and full 

stops   
 

Begin to use exclamation 
marks where appropriate 

   
Begin to use question marks 

where appropriate   
 

Use a capital letter for names 
of people, places and the days 
of the week  

  
Use a capital letter for the 

personal pronoun 'I'   
 

Begin to understand and use 
compound words (e.g. 

bedroom, farmyard, football)   

Demarcate most sentences in 

their writing with capital letters 
and full stops   

Use capital letters for proper 
nouns   

 
Use question marks to 
punctuate questions accurately   

 
Use exclamation marks to 

punctuate appropriately   
 

Use commas correctly in a list 
sentence   

 
Use apostrophes to show 

singular possession   
 
Write sentences in different 

forms: statement, question, 
exclamation, command   

 
Use expanded noun phrases to 

describe and specify (for 
example, the blue butterfly or 

the beautiful, blue butterfly)   
 

Write in the present and past 
tenses correctly and 
consistently including the 

progressive form   
 

Use co-ordinating conjunctions 
(or, and, but) to join clauses   

 
Use subordinating conjunctions 

(when, if, that, because) to 
join clauses   

 
Understand and use compound 
words (e.g. whiteboard, 

superman)   

Use capital letters, full stops, 

commas for lists, question 
marks, exclamation marks, 

apostrophe for contraction 
accurately   

 
Use the possessive apostrophe 
for singular and regular plural 

nouns   
 

Understand and write different 
clause structures: MC and SC   

 
Extend the range of sentences 

with more than one clause by 
using a wider range of 

conjunctions, including when, 
if, because, although   
 

Use pronouns correctly to 
replace nouns   

 
Use the present perfect form of 

verbs in contrast to the past 
tense (e.g. I have walked; she 

has learned) 
   

Use conjunctions (when, 
before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, 

soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, 

during) to express time and 
cause   

 
Use the determiner a or an 

according to whether the next 
word begins with a consonant 

or a vowel sound (for example, 
a rock, an open box, an hour)   
 

To identify word classes 
(prepositions, adverbs, 

conjunctions, nouns, expanded 
noun phrases, verbs, 

adjectives)   
 

Understanding word families 
based on common words, 

showing how words are related 
in form and meaning (for 
example, solve, solution, 

solver, dissolve, insoluble)   
 

Use inverted commas to 
punctuate direct speech   

Use capital letters, full stops, 

commas for lists, question 
marks, exclamation marks, 

apostrophe for contraction and 
possession accurately   

 
Use the possessive apostrophe 
for singular, regular plural and 

irregular plural nouns   
 

Use fronted adverbials 
accurately, including accurate 

placement of a comma   
 

Develop cohesion within 
writing by choosing nouns or 

pronouns appropriately and 
through use of a range of 
conjunctions   

 
Understand Standard English 

forms for verb inflections 
instead of local spoken forms 

(for example, we were instead 
of we was, or I did instead of I 

done)   
 

Punctuate speech mostly 
accurately, including 
punctuation within inverted 

commas and for the reporting 
clause   

 
Use expanded noun phrases to 

both convey complicated 
information concisely and to 

describe within narrative 
writing, including the use of 

prepositional phrases   
 
To identify word classes 

(prepositions, adverbs, 
conjunctions, nouns, expanded 

noun phrases, verbs, 
adjectives)   

Use capital letters; full stops; 

exclamation marks; question 
marks; commas for lists and for 

fronted adverbials; ' for 
contractions and possession 

correctly   
 
Accurately punctuate speech   

 
Use modal verbs or adverbs to 

indicate degrees of possibility   
 

Indicate grammatical and other 
features by using brackets, 

dashes or commas to indicate 
parenthesis   

 
Use relative clauses beginning 
with who, which, where, when, 

whose, that or with an implied 
(i.e. omitted) relative pronoun   

 
Convert nouns or adjectives 

into verbs using suffixes (e.g. -
ate, -ise, -ify)   

Indicate grammatical and other 
features by using commas to 

clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity in writing   

Use capital letters; full stops; 

exclamation marks; question 
marks; commas for lists and for 

fronted adverbials; ' for 
contractions and possession 

correctly   
 
Indicate grammatical and other 

features by using hyphens to 
avoid ambiguity within words 

(well-made) and when using 
prefixes (co-operate)   

 
Use a variety of verb forms 

appropriately: modals, passive, 
active, subjunctive   

 
Use a variety of verb tenses 
appropriately: past perfect, 

past simple, present perfect, 
present simple, future, 

progressive   
 

Use grammatical terminology 
for Year 6 understanding how 

words are related by meaning. 
 

Identify synonyms and 
antonyms.  
 

Identify subject and object 
within sentences    

 
Identify and use grammatical 

terminology for cohesive 
devices: synonyms, 

conjunctions, adverbials of time 
(e.g. as a consequence) and 

place (e.g. everywhere), 
pronouns (including relative 
pronouns) and ellipsis   

 
Use clauses (main, subordinate 

and relative), conjunctions and 
phrases (prepositional, 

expanded noun phrase, 
adverbial) accurately to form 

an accurate and effective range 
of sentences   

 
Indicate grammatical and other 
features by using semi-colons 

and colons to mark boundaries 
between independent clauses 

and for lists   
 

Use dashes, commas and 
brackets to appropriately 

punctuate sentences, including 
the use of parenthesis 
   

Indicate grammatical and other 
features by using inverted 
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commas and other punctuation 

to indicate dialogue (including 
alternative placement for the 

speech within sentences)   
 

Convert nouns or adjectives 
into verbs using suffixes (e.g. -
ate, -ise, -ify)   

 

SEND PROVISION:  

Photos and videos to support creation of ideas  
Visuals and word banks to support vocabulary 

Use of Talking Tins to encapsulate children’s ideas sentence by sentence 

Shape coding to support sentence construction 

Toolkits with personalised word mats/aids to support retrieval of key information   
Consider real-life experiences to support understanding – trips to placesto support setting descriptions – feely boxes to enhance vocabulary etc 

Recording in different ways – pictorial/use of IT including using ‘dictate’ when handwriting isn’t a focus  

Use of Natural Reader to access information  

Where appropriate – use drama to take part in events to support their retrieval 

Activities linked to stage of RWI to ensure success I.e. word reading, word writing, proof-reading etc 

Use real life objects not just images  

Use writing scaffolds 

Supply sentence starters  

Handwriting – water-painting letters, sand trays, chalk – start larger to develop accurate letter formation 
Activities to develop fine motor skills – fiddly fingers activities, Busy Things: handwriting app  
Larger handwriting books progressing to narrower then just lines 

High Expectations Lead to High Achievers 


