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Thursday 3rd December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support as we progress on our reading journey. 

Even with the current restrictions in place, it is fantastic to see that the majority of the children are reading at least 3 

times every week at home. We are beginning to see the impact of this in school as children are becoming fluent and 

are able to comprehend the text at a deeper level. We know that for children to be lifelong learners, we need to support 

them to not only be able to read fluently but have a love for reading and want to read for pleasure. There is a real buzz 

around school with children keen to share their reading preferences and we hope you are beginning to see this at home 

too as the children are wanting to read more!  

Reading Challenge 

Our reading challenge that we introduced last year is still as popular and it is wonderful to see so many of the classes 

winning the different prizes. In order for a class to move on our 

game’s board, the class need to have an average of 3 reads 

per child that have been signed in their reading record/diary by 

a parent/carer – everything you are doing at home helps and I 

am sure your children are asking you to write in their reading 

records/diary regularly!  

 

 

 

 

Reading Skills 

 

We continue to focus on reading VIPERS to teach the children the different skills that they need to understand a text. 

These skills, once learnt, will be transferable to any text that they read, even when they become more complex. VIPERS 

stand for – Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval and Summarise/Sequence in KS1.  

The children will become familiar with this language as they are introduced to it in their Comprehension lessons. Lessons 

are structured in a very specific way in KS1 and KS2 and the children will become accustomed with what to expect in 

every lesson. Bookmarks can be found in the children’s bags so that you can continue to support with the teaching of 

VIPERS at home.  

We have also introduced ‘Book Talk’ this year as part of our reading provision. Each week, the children have time to 

read a book which is at their level and they discuss different aspects of that book through what are called ‘lenses’ this 

helps the children to focus on different elements of literature. By building their oral comprehension, children will be able 

to use this skill in their written comprehension and develop a love of reading. 
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Books Home 

 

Due to the current restrictions, we have had to change the way that we send books home. The changes we have made 

are to ensure that the books have had sufficient time in quarantine before being read by another child:  

Practice book (mainly Year R/KS1) – those that have ReadWriteInc sessions will bring a book home each week that 

fully matches the sounds they have learnt. These books go home on a MONDAY and are collected on a FRIDAY each 

week. These books focus on the work your child has done in RWI the previous week. 

Grapple book – A book that is book banded and is at the right level for the child but may have words/sounds they 

haven’t yet learnt, these can be changed when finished if there are enough that aren’t being quarantined. This will be 

at least once a week.  

Pleasure book – A book brought home every other week from the in-class library to share at home.  

Every child is assessed regularly to ensure they are on the correct banding.  If you have any queries about your child’s 

reading please do get in contact with your child’s class teacher.   

If you find you need further reading material, please have a look at our ‘Virtual Library’ on our website where useful 

websites have been put in one place http://kinson-academy.co.uk/parents/virtual-library/ There is an array of websites 

to use that include actual books, like Oxford Owl (this site benefits as books can be selected based on the RWI stage 

your child is working on or Book Band) and there are some audio books too which children love to listen to.  

To login to Oxford Owl, please use the passwords for your year group. 

Year R/1 Click My class login (top right)  
Class username: class1kn  

Class password: reading 

Year 2 Click My class login (top right)  

Class username: class2mf  

Class password: reading  

Year 3 Click My class login (top right)  

Class username: kayear3  

Class password: reading  

Year 4 Click My class login (top right)  

Class username: kayear4  
Class password: reading  

Year 5/6 Click My class login (top right)  

Class username: karwi  

Class password: reading  

I look forward to sharing with you over the coming New Year further updates about our reading developments at Kinson 

Academy.  Thank you for your continued support in helping us to develop learners that love to read! 

Kind regards, 

Alysia Dolan 

Vice Principal 
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